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UUP is currently at the bargaining table.  That means that this is an 

important time to show your support for your union.  One key way 

that you can show your support for your union is by voting in chap-

ter elections.  All UUP members who signed a UUP membership 

card by January 11, 2017, will be eligible to vote in the 2017 

Oswego Chapter elections.  If you signed up after the 11th,  you 

will need to wait until 2019 to vote.  But that doesn’t mean that you can’t get in-

volved in the union right now.  There are plenty of ways to get involved.  Interested 

in getting involved?  Please contact me at lori.nash@oswego.edu. 

In this special election edition of In Touch, you will find candidate statements from 

those whose names are on the ballot and those who are seeking to be write-in can-

didates.  If you would like to vote for a write-in candidate, all you need to do is 

write the person's name on the ballot in the appropriate place.  

Ballots were sent out on March 10, so look for your ballot in your home mailbox.  If 

you are eligible to vote and you do not receive your ballot, please call the following 

number:  209-259-6740 x 2.  Ballots are due April 12, 2017.   Please follow the in-

structions enclosed with the ballot. 
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I am writing to ask for your vote as Chapter President of UUP for Oswego. It is time to put into service 

what I have been training for since 1994. At Oswego I have held the position of Chapter Vice-

President for two separate multi-year terms, Chapter Secretary, Chapter Professional Grievance Chair and Acting 

Chapter President and a professional delegate to the Delegate Assembly. For United University Professions, I have 

served as a member, chair and now co-chair of the Membership Committee. I have also served in the past on the 

Legislation and Negotiation committees and now serve on the Grievance Committee as well as the Committee of 

Vice-President’s for Professionals. 

I could include the training sessions, leadership workshops and institutes that I have attended; however, anyone 

could have attended those. It is my desire to now use that training to serve you; that is the reason I am seeking 

your vote for this office. 

You belong to a union. Why? You belong because in the 1970s professors and staff recognized the value and 

strength in organized bargaining and with every contract since, people just like you stepped outside their comfort 

zone to seek a better tomorrow. 

I am stepping outside my comfort zone of serving in the background, to now being your Chapter President. I will 

also ask you to step outside your comfort zone. President Kennedy asked “what will you do for your county?” I’ll 

ask what will you do for your union? UUP is not just the people elected to hold office but it’s you. I will ask you to 

use your voice. Be heard and let everyone know that UUP is a union of solidarity and strength. When elected, I 

will ask you to join me in the work of the UUP and to stand by me, moving forward toward our common goals. 

I will stand with you because we all enjoy the benefits won by your predecessors: salary, sick and/or vacation ac-

cruals, health insurance, and contractual protections. These were all won by people like you and me. Most of 

them have retired and we are left to do the work. I am willing to step up and do the work to ensure these benefits 

continue to exist. 

UUP is migrating from a service model to organizing model of unionism. What does this mean? It means that in 

order to be successful, we not only serve our members but we engage them, engage you, to be active in your un-

ion and community. I want to engage you and understand what your needs and concerns are and how the union 

can better serve you. That means I might ask you to help in that work. 

We took a first step by ratifying a change to our chapter by-laws, which creates Building/Area representative sys-

tem and re-affirms several chapter committees. This means that I will be seeking members, like yourself, to be-

come involved in union activities and leadership.  

Over the last three years public sector unions have been a target. Now more than ever we need to come together 

in solidarity to protect the benefits that we have while ensuring sustainable collective bargaining ideals for the 

next generation of employees. I want to serve you in this work.  
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William O. Canning,  candidate for President   

    and Professional Delegate 

Campus Technology Services 



 

I am running for the position of Vice President for Academics and as an academic delegate 
for the Oswego chapter of UUP and I seek your support.  As many of you know, I have been very in-
volved with our chapter for many years.  I was elected to be an academic delegate since shortly after I 
came to campus in the fall of 1997 and have served as a delegate since.  In addition, I served as your 
chapter president for four years and as the Academic Vice President for four years before that.   

My primary reason for seeking to be your Vice President and to be a delegate is my desire to assist 
members of the bargaining unit on our campus as much as I can.  My experience within UUP has 
equipped me with a great deal of knowledge about our union and I am confident that I can help our 
members with their concerns.  During my years of involvement with UUP, I have dealt with many of the 
issues that our members face, and I believe that I have the experience to address the majority of con-
cerns that you may have.  In addition, since both my undergraduate and graduate degrees are in union-
management relations, I have a fairly good understanding of the issues in the field.  If elected, I will do 
my best to ascertain your concerns and will utilize my best efforts to address them. I hope you will sup-
port my candidacy.  Please be kind enough to vote for me for Vice President and as an academic dele-
gate.  Thank you. 

 

 

 

 

I encourage you to support the printed slate of candidates. We are the people that go to 
meetings and Delegate Assemblies, to represent all of you. I especially ask all of you to support William 
Canning for our local president.  I look forward to representing all of the professionals on campus as 
your VP. 
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Steven E. Abraham, candidate for Vice President for Academics  

   and Academic Delegate 
Marketing & Management  

William Schleinitz III, candidate for Vice President for Professionals 

    and Professional Delegate 
Campus Technology Services 



My name is Charles Itzin and I am running for a second term as Officer for Contingent Affairs 

and Academic Delegate. 

During the past two years I have worked with the Adjunct/Contingent Concerns Committee to increase 

awareness of the issues we are facing as adjuncts. We have had a number of informational tables for 

students and faculty, co-hosted the “Get to Know Your Union” workshop last fall, started a petition cam-

paign asking the administration to address salaries, contracts, and the other issues facing contingents 

and adjuncts. Also, for the first time, we have had Part-time Labor Management meetings with the ad-

ministration which allowed us to present our concerns about our salaries and lack of contractual securi-

ty. 

I am a strong supporter of the United University Professions (UUP) and feel that now more than ever we 

need to stand united against the onslaught of state and federal proposals to take the “public” out of 

public education and devalue the traditional liberal arts curriculum.  

I seek your vote to continue to serve all the members of our chapter and to fight for fair and equitable 

salaries, to ensure that all contractual rights are respected, and to protect the interests of public educa-

tion.  

I have been an adjunct instructor at SUNY Oswego since 1990 and have taught English and Creative 

Writing. I have been a passionate supporter of unions since my early days as a timber worker for Pope 

and Talbot in Oakridge, Oregon.   

If elected, I will be a dedicated advocate for all the faculty at SUNY Oswego and the union. 

Fellow UUP Members, 
 
I would appreciate your support as Treasurer.  I am an Oswego State graduate from the   

Accounting program and currently the Capital Finance Administrator for Facilities Services, Office of the 
Associate Vice President. For four years, I sat on the OCSD Audit Committee and was the Oswego Elks 
Lodge #271 Treasurer for two years. I feel that my years of experience qualifies me to hold the position 
of UUP Treasurer.  I look forward to working with you as Treasurer in the coming term. 
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Charles  F. Itzin, candidate for Officer for Contingents 

     and Delegate  
English and Creative Writing 

Michelle M. Turner, candidate for Treasurer   

  and Professional Delegate  
Facilities Services, Office of Associate Vice President 



I am entering my twelfth year at SUNY Oswego, now having served three years as Director of 

Academic Programs in the Division of Extended Learning. I joined our college in 2005 as the 

sole campus instructional designer.  During this time I have had the opportunity to build working rela-

tionships with many of our faculty, staff and administrators.  

My service over time has included serving as a Professional representative to Faculty Assembly; the 

Committee on Academic Quality; the nominating committee for Chancellor’s awards;  the Campus Tech-

nology Advisory Board (CTAB), and have served on and chaired numerous searches.  At the SUNY system 

level, I have served as an officer for the Directors of Distance and Online Learning Environments 

(DOODLE),  have been the founding Chair of the SUNY Learning Network Advisory Board, and also served 

on the FACT2 Council.  

I appreciate your support in electing me to the office of UUP chapter secretary.  

 

I am seeking your support in my quest for new created office of “Officer for Retirees” and as 

one of Oswego’s designated UUP Academic Delegate seats. I have served our local chapter in 

the past as Treasurer and as an academic delegate representative. I retired in May 2015 after a 41-year 

teaching career at SUNY Oswego. I discovered that the retirement process/support at our campus is to-

tally lacking as other retirees have learned.   With my wife, Cindy, we organized the first ever Oswego 

UUP retiree luncheon held in September 2016.  All of the recent UUP retirees were grateful for the infor-

mation that we shared at this gathering.  As a result of the lack of local retiree information, Human Re-

sources has finally published a ‘retirement checklist’ which serves as a starting point for future retirees.  

I want to be able to protect the rights and privileges of Oswego Emeriti Faculty that have been granted 

to retirees by the SUNY Board of Trustees.  I will work to have a written “Rights & Privileges Policy” in 

place for Oswego Emeriti Faculty with our administration.  We all need to work together for a better 

teaching, learning, research, and retirement environment. I would appreciate your support for the 

“Officer for Retirees” and reelecting me as an academic delegate so I can continue with the work both 

locally and in Albany. 
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Gregory F. Ketcham, candidate for Secretary 
 Division of Extended Learning 

Lawrence A. Fuller, candidate for Officer for Retirees  

    and Academic Delegate 

C h e m i s t r y ( r e t i r e d )  
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I am running for full delegate status as a write-in candidate. I have been an active member of 

UUP since 2014 when Charlie Itzin and Cindy Fuller held a meeting to discuss adjunct work-

ing conditions. Since then, I have been involved in many UUP activities, especially those promoting better 

working conditions for our most vulnerable members. Locally, I’m active on the Contingent Concerns 

Committee, where I have helped to create informational flyers that were handed out to hundreds of stu-

dents and faculty. These flyers bring to light the poor working conditions of contingent faculty and staff, 

and call on students and their parents to take action by signing a petition and sending letters of support 

to administrators. In the fall of 2016, I participated in a labor relations meeting focusing specifically on 

better contingent working conditions. Also in 2016, I suggested the creation of a “Get to Know Your Un-

ion” workshop, which was attended by many UUPers. I was recently appointed co-chair of the statewide 

Contingent Employment Committee, and have continued the fight for contingents at the state level. I’m 

currently heading up a subcommittee to create a PR document that will serve as a guide for outreach 

efforts regarding contingent working conditions. At the 2017 winter DA, I participated in Advocacy Day 

for the first time, and walked a picket line supporting striking Momentive workers. 

Because I am committed to helping all UUP members, because I am a stubborn unionist, and because I 

have displayed this through my actions, I hope you will write me in as a full delegate. 

 

Benjamin Allocco, write-in candidate for Academic Delegate 

E n g l i s h  a n d  C r e a t i v e  W r i t i n g  

Steven E. Abraham, candidate for Vice President for Academics  

   and Academic Delegate 
Marketing & Management  

This person is running for Academic  Delegate  

as well as Vice President for Academics. 

Multiple Candidacy Is Valid. 

 

ACADEMIC DELEGATES 



I am running as a write-in candidate to serve as an academic delegate after concluding 

two terms as Vice President for Academics. I’m grateful for having had the chance to serve 

as an officer. As a delegate, I will continue to advocate for better working conditions for all UUP mem-

bers. As needed, I can serve as a general resource on questions about Drescher awards, retention, harass-

ment, and disability accommodations. But beyond addressing the challenges of individual members, I 

want to foster a greater sense of our collective interests. In my work with the CNY Solidarity Coalition, a 

regional grassroots effort to resist the dangerous policies and rhetoric coming out of the White House 

and Congress, I’ve seen what happens when hundreds of strangers put in the time to fight: they discover 

how powerful they really are. I don’t want to be the kind of delegate who “helps” you. I want to be the 

kind of delegate who fights alongside you. So, if elected, I will meet you for coffee, coordinate with other 

department representatives, invite you to write and edit the newsletter, ask you to work on campaigns to 

block a constitutional convention in November 2017, and join you in organizing all of our members for 

more power. I would be grateful if you were to write me in as an academic delegate.  
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I am asking for your support to serve the SUNY Oswego faculty as a designated UUP Aca-

demic Delegate. I was with the campus for 23 years, first as an adjunct and then as a full 

time Contingent as a Visiting Assistant Professor in the Mathematics Department before 

retiring in May 2015. I have been an Academic Delegate and The Officer for Contingents on campus. I am 

a member of The Statewide Contingent Employment Committee and have helped to raise concerns that 

contingents have had to the Delegate Assembly in an effort to have conditions for contingents changed on 

a statewide basis. I helped to start the Adjunct/Contingent Concerns Committee on the Oswego Campus 

in the Spring 2015. Since retiring, my husband, Larry, and I have kept active with the Statewide Retirees 

and working to help retired employees from Oswego as well as around the state thru state wide, regional, 

and local efforts. Larry is running for Officer of Retirees on campus. If he is elected I hope to help him with 

retiree concerns here at Oswego and around the state. I hope to continue serving the campus and also be 

involved with the Adjunct/Contingent Concerns Committee on campus and statewide. Please consider 

reelecting me as an academic delegate so that I can continue this work both locally and statewide. 

 

Maureen F. Curtin, write-in candidate for Academic Delegate 

E n g l i s h  a n d  C r e a t i v e  W r i t i n g  

Cynthia E. Fuller, candidate for Academic Delegate 

M a t h e m a t i c s ( r e t i r e d )  
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Lawrence A. Fuller, candidate for Officer for Retirees  

    and Academic Delegate 

C h e m i s t r y ( r e t i r e d )  

This person is running for Academic Delegate  

as well as Officer for Retirees.   

Multiple Candidacy Is Valid. 

 

PROFESSIONAL DELEGATES 

William O. Canning,  candidate for  President   

    and Professional Delegate 

Campus Technology Services 

This person is running for Professional Delegate  

as well as President.   

Multiple Candidacy Is Valid. 

My name is Douglas Hemphill, and I am running as a sign-in candidate for the position of 

Delegate.  I have held the position of Instructional Designer within the Division of Extend-

ed Learning for nine years.  During this time I have worked with full time and contingent faculty and 

with the administration in many different capacities.  As being a Delegate to the State-wide Assembly 

requires dealing with state and national issues that are affecting SUNY and UUP members, I feel that 

this breadth of experience will aid me in understanding the issues before us, and appropriately repre-

senting the needs and priorities of the Oswego UUP members.  Thank you for your support. 

Douglas Hemphill,  write-in candidate for Professional Delegate 

Division of Extended Learning 
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William Schleinitz III, candidate for Vice President for Professionals 

    and Professional Delegate 
Campus Technology Services 

This person is running for Professional Delegate  

as well as Vice President for Professionals.   

Multiple Candidacy Is Valid. 

Michelle M. Turner, candidate  for  Treasurer   

  and Professional Delegate  
Facilities Services, Office of Associate Vice President 

This person is running for Professional Delegate  

as well as Treasurer.   

Multiple Candidacy Is Valid. 

 

Constitutional Convention 

On Nov. 7, 2017, the people of New York state will be asked the following question on the ballot: 

Shall there be a convention to revise the constitution and amend the same?” This question appears 

every 20 years under the New York State Constitution (Article 19, §2). 

UUP says vote ‘NO’ on this question. Here’s why. 

The NYS Constitution establishes the fundamental rights we enjoy as citizens of New York state, as public 

employees, and as retired public employees. A Constitutional Convention would become the vehicle to fur-

ther the attacks on public education, unions and collective bargaining, pension security for retirees, and 

other basic rights and protections. 


